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Koha is one of the most commendable open-source software based on Integrated 

Library Systems (ILS). This software serves the entire community with robust 

technology: schools, colleges, universities, public libraries, etc. The name KOHA is 

derived from the Maori language means a gift or donation. Chris Cormack from New 

Zealand initiated the software in 1999-2000. Koha is a fully-featured, scalable library 

management system. Koha has been developed for libraries of various sizes, 

volunteers, and support companies worldwide. The software is converted into 26 

different languages of several continents. The latest release took place on November 

25, 2021, with a new version, 21.1. 

 

KOHA has been implemented in diverse libraries for automation purposes and 

designed to use a vibrant library community that serves the libraries in a wider range. 

Each year this community organized international conferences in different countries. 

The first Koha Conference was held in Paris, France, in 2006. Pakistan is fortunate 

enough to organize this conference at the world level and it is undoubtedly a proud 

moment for all Pakistanis, especially for Library professionals and academia. Such 

conferences has improved a soft image of Pakistan and leave behind a saga of mutual 

understanding among sovereign countries. Conferences promotes the leadership 

quality of professionals and boosts morals of newly inducted in any field. 



Conferences are great sources of networking and an omen to learn new knowledge 

from cognitive minds, especially in Free Open Source Software (FOSS). 

 

 
Allah has bestowed a good spark to the motherland of Pakistan. People in different 

spheres promote the soft image of Pakistan at the National and international levels. 

Such people are God-gifted and they work dedicatedly and wholeheartedly to make 

this country prosperous, wealthiest and distinctive in other nations. Especially some 

scholar in Librarianship are struggling to make this profession a source of creative 

knowledge. They bring easiness to the nation's readers. Such people contribute their 

diverse knowledge in scholarly writings, IT skills and some other skills.  

 



The incumbent conference was held in the National Library of Pakistan under the 

theme KohaCon 2021. The conference was organized by the KohaCon president Mr. 

Sher Afzal Khan, a dynamic library professional working to better the library 

community around the world, generally and particularly in Pakistan. Mr. Afzal has 

trained more than 1000 fellow librarians to use open-source software. It is argued that 

more than 150 organizations across the country uses KOHA (an open-source 

software) for their library management. All commercial software requires a heavy 

amount for licensing, and fortunately, this one is free for all with open access coding 

and modification. Due to lack of funding, developing countries like Pakistan has 

adopted free and open source software.   The government of Pakistan ought to 

encourage such community to opt the robust technology with minimal resources.  

 

 
 

The National Library Pakistan has always supported the library community by 

involving professionals to utilize this platform for organizations of wonderful events 

like Kohacon to uplift the library community. It offers training/workshops/seminars 

and conferences which added value services to the entire library community. 

Presently the National Library Pakistan organized the KohaCon 2021 from 13-17 

December 2021. A five-day-long conference brought together diverse communities 

from different provinces of Pakistan and abroad. Academia, IT industry specialists, 

Publishers and Library practitioners joined this mega events shared their thoughts 

with the vast community. The conference combined together more than 300 



professionals at the National and International levels. People  from Pakistan and 

abroad also participated through Zoom. Around 200 people, including Library & 

Information Science professionals, IT professionals, educationists, dignitaries; and 

representatives from more than 18 countries, including the USA, Canada, India, 

Turkey, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, New Zealand, Bangladesh and 

Cypress, participated in this mega event. The most interesting story happened at this 

conference was the experience of a KOHA pioneer named Chris Cormack from New 

Zealand, who highlighted his journey of KOHA, how he started this software and 

sheds light on the current status of Koha. He informed the audience that now more 

than 100 contributors from different countries are contributing their experiences at 

this software. 

 

 
 

The conference had undoubtedly provided an international forum for the diverse 

community from academia, industry and public sectors organizations. Various poster 

presentations, workshops and special sessions were arranged for the participants' 

interest. It has served as an international platform for entire participants of diverse 

cultures and countries. Renowned scholars shared new innovative ideas with 

participants. The Chief Guest, honorable Ali Muhammad Khan (Minister of State for 

Parliamentary Affairs, Government of Pakistan, inaugurated the conference.  He 

shared his educational thought about library services, when he joined London Law 

College. The libraries at that time were highly paid organizations and served the 

entire community with zeal and zest. He also articulated that Librarians in Pakistan 

are talented enough and are converting the traditional libraries into modern 

Information networking. He congratulated the president of KohaCon for organizing 



this vibrant conference in Pakistan and ensured that he would help the community by 

raising their voices in upcoming parliamentary voices. The Director-General of 

National Library Islamabad presented a warm welcome to the audience and 

appreciated the effort of the KohaCon team for organizing this excellent event. 

During his thanking speech, Mr. Sher Afzal articulated that the conference will bring 

positive and fruitful gestures for the mother land.  He also extended that Pakistan is 

lucky enough to have this event at National level; he opined that many developing 

countries desires to have such events at state level but, it takes sweat and enough 

energy to attract foreigners to countries like Pakistan. Still, being an active member, 

he was granted the opportunity to host KohaCon in Pakistan for the first time. He 

extended that International KohaCon has organized 20 conferences in different 

developed countries and we are lucky enough to be host of this conference in 

Pakistan. During his final remarks he ensured that if the government of Pakistan take 

keen interest, we can organize these international event twice in a year. He also 

opined that such conference plays a key role in the soft image of Pakistan. Mr. Afzal 

requested the Federal Minister that the government of Pakistan should support the 

Academia, IT experts and people in different spheres like Librarianship for 

organizing the mega events. 

 

In Academia's first session, experts and library practitioners presented their 

experiences to a scholarly audience; the first paper was presented by Mariym & DR. 

Muhammad Waseem Zia. Under the title Study on Managing Koha Open Source 

Library Management System: Fazaia Ruth PFAU Medical College Library 

Experience. The second paper was presented by By Parthasarathi & Mukhopadhyay 

from India, titled REST is the Best? Integration of Koha with other domain-specific 

software. Ghulam Hyder Panhwar presented the third paper from Jamshoro, 

Implementation of Koha Integrated Library Management System in Faculty of 

Dentistry at LUMHS, Jamshoro. Koha's experiences presented the fourth paper in 

different libraries of Turkey by Mengu Yazicioglu from Turkey. The fifth paper was 

presented by Eugene Jose T. Espinoza (Philippines). Creation of automated indexing 

of Philippine local newspaper articles for Koha ILS: an exploratory study. On the 

second day, December 14, 2021, speakers from different countries presented good 

papers and shared their thoughts. In this regard, Mr. Syed Habib Jafri presented a 

paper on PASTIC Services Regarding Koha in Pakistan. Syed Adnan Adil has 

presented the second paper from the UK titled Scope and trends of library 

management systems (LMS) within the UK market. The third paper was presented by 

Dr. Muhammad Rafiq University of Punjab (Conference Head of Scientific 

Committee), “Status of Koha and its implantations in Pakistan,” and a comprehensive 

presentation was shared by the pioneer of Koha Mr. Chris Cormack from New 

Zealand and shed lights on historical background of KOHA. The fourth paper on the 

second day was presented by Ms. Shrijeeta Roy from India titled India Script-Based 

Retrieval Issues and UIs in Koha. 

 

On 15th December total of two sessions were arranged; the first paper in the first 

session was presented by By Prof. Mohan Raj Pradhan, Ph. D. titled Integration Open 



Data Sources with Vufind Chairman HealthNet Nepal Secretary VuFind Software. 

Liaquat Ali Rahoo presented the second paper from Sindh Pakistan titled Adoption of 

Open-Source Software for the Development of Institutional Repository in Higher 

Educational Institutes of Pakistan. The third paper was presented by Sher Afzal Khan, 

the President and Founder of Koha Con, under the title Current Status and Trends 

towards Implementation of Koha in the Libraries of Pakistan. Sher Afzal Khan: 

President and Founder Koha Pakistan Lead Consultant OSS| Pioneer Country 

Ambassador Dspace. The fourth paper was presented by George Williams, titled Next 

Search Catalog Coordinator at NEKLS. Hirak Jyotihazarika presented the fifth paper 

from India; the title was Koha USA Experience Koha on Cloud Implementation & 

Security its Impact on North East India. 

 

On 16 December, the expert team undertook the event and made a solid plan to 

improve KOHA and library setup in Pakistan. At this stage, challenges and 

experiences faced by libraries and librarians were discussed. The community decided 

that these experts inscribed some policy plans that will improve these problems with 

passage of time.  On 17th December, a culture day was organized by Kohacon and 

participants were took to the most beautiful city of Islamabad and Rawalpindi. All 

participants enjoyed the serene beauty of Islamabad and discovered popular places 

like Lok Virsa Museum, Rawal Lake, Faisal Mosque, Pir Sohawa, Islamabad Zoo, 

Pakistan Museum of National History, Centaurus Mall, and so on.  

 
 

 

Conferences are good sources of information sharing, networking and exploring 

experiences in a broader sense. International Conferences require high calibers,   

budgeting, and hard work to organize. F. Scott Fitzgerald has rightly said that No 

grand idea was ever born in a conference, but a lot of foolish ideas have died there.  

 

Pakistan is one of the most beautiful lands and has a talented spark in different fields. 

All International conferences left behind a saga of goodwill among participants. It is 

a true source of soft image, tourism and people-to-people network. People carry a 

positive image. People always forget everything in the host countries, but the love 

being extended by host countries can never be forgotten.  



 

The KohaCon community in Pakistan has potential talents to attract international 

speakers at one platform and it is said that conferences are means of getting ideas 

together. International conferences can only be organized if you have robust minds, 

leadership sparks and professional experiences. Mr. Afzal and his entire team did 

that. The government of Pakistan ought to encourage Associations, organizations and 

platform that works for national cause. Library professionals do their best in this 

regard. They undoubtedly play a tremendous role, but support from Electronic and 

Printed media, government of Pakistan and Funding agencies could double their role.  

International confrences gives Access to the Latest Tools of The Trade, Acquiring & 

Honing New Skills, Refreshing the Minds and Pushing Your Limits. The KohaCon 

2021 did that. In short it has left a SAGA behind. Long Live Librarianship, Long live 

Pakistan. 

 

 

The writer is a library officer at the Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad and a 

member of KohaCon International conference. He can be reached at 

abidhussain@issi.org.pk. 


